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(West Des Moines, IA)  Dave Nylen, President of WoodLink, Ltd., announced today that the company has merged with Kay Home Products of Antioch, Il.  WoodLink has been in 
business since 1988 and is a leading manufacturer and nationwide distributor of bird 
feeders, birdhouses, hardware and accessories under the WoodLink and Audubon brands.  WoodLink is the exclusive licensed manufacturer for the National Audubon Society. Kay Home Products has been in business since 1944.  Kay Home manufactures and distributes barbeque grills and camping equipment together with various outdoor products including Heritage brand metal bird and squirrel-resistant feeders, as well as Artline Hummingbird feeders and nectar.

"We're very excited about blending our two companies,” says Dave Nylen, President of WoodLink.  “This merger makes us one of the largest companies in the birding category with a total of 390,000 sq. ft. of domestic manufacturing and warehousing space between our two locations.  We also think there are tremendous opportunities by rolling the best of Kay Home Products birding items into the WoodLink and Audubon brands.”
The merger of WoodLink and Kay Home Products positions the new company as a complete one-stop shop for retailers with a full range of birding products, hardware and accessories including traditional MADE IN USA cedar and Going Green™ recycled feeders and houses to metal bird feeders and squirrel-resistant feeders, as well as a Purple Martin house and a complete line of Hummingbird feeders, Oriole feeders and nectar.  The new company also can supply retailers with a complete line of integrated hooks, hangers and hardware accessories.
"We see tremendous positives in teaming up with WoodLink," says Jack Murray, CEO of Kay Home Products.  "Our products complement each other and there is great strength in our brands.  WoodLink enjoys a well-earned reputation that is second to none when it comes to the development of innovative and high-quality products.  Like Kay Home Products, WoodLink really shines in their outstanding customer service.  This merger positions us to be able to build our business more aggressively by bringing the power of our brands together to gain market share with our expanded capabilities.”
WoodLink employs nearly 30 people at its corporate offices in West Des Moines, IA, and factory in Mount Ayr, IA.  Kay Home Products corporate headquarters and factory are located in Antioch, Illinois and the company employs nearly 100 full-time people.  Both companies are privately held and financial details of the transaction are private and proprietary.
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